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True star of the evening
—The Washington Post

Five-time ASCAP Award-winning conductor.

Praised for his passion and eloquence on the podium.

A global talent with a fresh perspective.

Utterly inspired, focused 
and uncompromising 
—The Philippine Star



CONSISTENTLY praised for his persuasion, 
passion and eloquence on the podium, 
EUGENE CASTILLO is a conductor well-
known for his diverse and innovative 
programming. He was Music Director 
and Principal Conductor of the Philippine 
Philharmonic Orchestra beginning in 2003. 
His long relationship with the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines began in 1993 
when he gained immediate admiration of 
both music critics and prominent musicians. 
In the Philippines, “thunderous applause” 
(The Philippine Star) consistently hallmarked 
his performances. In September 2004 he 
traveled with the orchestra for a highly 
acclaimed Royal Command Performance in 
Bangkok upon the invitation of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana. (Manila 
Bulletin): “just like the last performance of 
this symphony before Brahm’s death.” Her 
Royal Highness declared a Royal Order for 
Castillo to perform again (Business Week). 
While in the Philippines, Mr. Castillo 
collaborated with many of the top artists 
in region as well conducting a Philippine 
production of Madama Butterfly.

Prior to that, the Los Angeles-born and 
raised Castillo held a nationally recognized 
tenure as Music Director and Conductor of 
the Camellia Symphony Orchestra in Sacra-
mento, California where “power and heart” 
(The Sacramento Bee) described his conduct-
ing and performances. He is the recipient of 
four First Place awards with the orchestra 
from the American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP) for inno-

vative and adventuresome programming. It 
was there that Castillo quickly established 
a reputation as a creative concert pro-
grammer, orchestra builder and dedicated  
ambassador of the arts. Mr. Castillo, a 
strong advocate of contemporary music, has 
won deserved national recognition. In Sac-
ramento, Eugene was well regarded for his 
educational work and outreach, particularly 
his work with 7th graders whom he helped 
write and perform their own symphonies. 
He was responsible for the commission and 
world premiere of Han Yong’s “Nianhua—
Picture of Years” and is regarded for his 
knowledge and performance of orchestral 
works by Asian as well as British compos-
ers. The Sacramento Bee named him “Critic’s 
Choice” half a dozen times and Sacramento 
Magazine hailed him as “Sacramento’s Top 
Rising Stars.” Honored with numerous gov-
ernment and civic citations and awards, Cas-
tillo’s artistic and public achievements mer-
ited reading into the Congressional Record of 
the United States House of Representatives 
when he made his conducting début with the 
National Symphony Orchestra at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
2001 after which he was named “true star of 
the evening—driving the finale to an ecstatic 
white heat” (The Washington Post).

Mr. Castillo has guest conducted 
such orchestras as the Lviv Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Ukraine, the Aurelian Symphony, 
England, the Orquesta Internacional de 
Cadaques, the Orquesta Sinfonica de Carlos 
Chavez, the Sacramento Symphony, the 

Long Beach Symphony, among others. He 
has also collaborated with artists including 
Cecile Licad, Santiago Rodriguez, Marvin 
Hamlisch, Sara Davis Buechner, Emma 
Lou Diemer, Kimball Wheeler, Aquiles De 
La Vigne, John Walz, and Fred Swann, as 
well as the Los Angeles Children’s Chorus, 
the Dale Warland Singers, the Philippine 
Madrigal Singers, and Ballet Philippines. 
Castillo began his professional career in 
1993 with the Long Beach Symphony where 
he won the hearts of both audiences and 
the musicians. He first burst into national 
attention in 1996 when he stepped in 
on short notice for JoAnn Falletta—“a 
model of respect for the orchestra and the 
composer—a glowing success.” (Long Beach 
Press Telegram) He was also Assistant to 
Jorge Mester at the Pasadena Symphony. 
He attended the distinguished Aspen Music 
Festival, and for two summers, was a Fellow 
at the prestigious Conductors’ Institute in 
West Hartford, CT. He has taught on the 
faculties at the University of California, 
Davis, American River College, and 
California State University, Long Beach. His 
compositions have been widely performed 
and two recent works will appear in the 
Erato Ensemble’s (Vancouver, BC) Spring 
2015 season.
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Excels in his craft with 
supernatural fervor
–Today Manila
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